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The number bond is a pictorial representation of part/part/whole
relationships showing that smaller numbers (the parts) make up larger
numbers (the whole). The number bond is a key model for showing students
how to both take apart (decompose) and put together (compose) numbers.

Students become familiar with number bonds in Kindergarten, and they are
used repeatedly throughout the grades in various situations. In Grade 3,
students compose fractional numbers using number bonds as a powerful tool
to see the unit fractions that make up a whole number. They will also use
number bonds to decompose whole numbers greater than 1 into fractional
parts.

For more information visit commoncore.org



